June 21, 2016

Seventy years ago, Senator William
Fulbright established this program for
the ‘“‘promotion of international good-
will through the exchange of students
in the fields of education, culture and
science.”” The Fulbright Program re-
ceives funding each year with strong
bipartisan support from Congress and
is also supported by 50 binational com-
missions worldwide.

Since its establishment, the Ful-
bright Program has become the United
States’ flagship educational exchange
program. There have been more than
370,000 participants from around the
world and all 50 States since the pro-
gram was established. Fulbright alum-
ni include 33 heads of state, 54 Nobel
laureates, and 82 Pulitzer Prize win-
ners.

The Institute for International Edu-
cation has administered the Fulbright
Program since 1946 and has worked
closely with the Department of State
to ensure that the Fulbright Program
is one of the most prestigious and ef-
fective international exchange pro-
grams in the world.

The Fulbright Program makes a sig-
nificant contribution to the exchange
of ideas, knowledge, and understanding
between Americans and people world-
wide. It awards 8,000 grants annually,
including to 1,600 U.S. students, 4,000
foreign students, 1,200 U.S. scholars,
and 900 visiting scholars, in addition to
several hundred teachers and profes-
sionals.

Increasingly, it seems as if the world
is being torn apart by intolerance, ha-
tred, violence, and isolationism. I am
convinced that academic and cultural
exchange programs, like Fulbright, are
more relevant today than ever because
they provide a strong antidote to these
trends. Exchanges between individuals
from around the world who share ideas
and work together on issues and prob-
lems confronting the world can build
relationships that endure for a life-
time.

I congratulate the Fulbright Pro-
gram, the alumni, and all who have
supported the program for 70 years of
promoting international goodwill, and
I thank Senator BoozMAN for this reso-
lution.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. WILLIAM GLEN
HOWLAND

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, after 17
years spent protecting Lake Cham-
plain, Dr. William Glen Howland—Bill,
to most of us—will retire this month as
the director of the Lake Champlain
Basin Program. We should all thank
him and recognize his contributions to
the conservation and restoration of
Vermont’s jewel, Lake Champlain,
credit him for his many contributions
to scientific research, and thank him
for his commitment to the local com-
munity in which he lives and works.

Under Bill’s steady and thoughtful
guidance, the Lake Champlain Basin
Program, LCBP, has flourished in its
mission to coordinate and fund work
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by Vermont, New York, and Quebec to
protect Lake Champlain’s water qual-
ity, fisheries, wetlands, wildlife, recre-
ation, and cultural resources. At the
Gordon Center House on Vermont’s
Grand Isle, Bill has assembled and
guided a team of exceptional scientists
and dedicated public servants. Bill has
led the Lake Champlain Basin Program
to become nationally and internation-
ally recognized in the fields of eco-
system monitoring, prevention of the
spread of invasive species, water pollu-
tion control, cultural heritage resource
interpretation and protection, and pub-
lic education. It is a model to which
other watershed and basin programs
aspire.

I have often looked to Bill for his ex-
pert advice in developing and imple-
menting Federal legislation and pro-
grams. Bill worked with me on the
Daniel Patrick Moynihan Lake Cham-
plain Basin Program Act of 2002, the
Champlain Valley National Heritage
Partnership Act adopted in 2006, and
the Lake Champlain Ecosystem Res-
toration Authority, which was adopted
as part of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act. Bill has testified more
than once before Senate committees
about the importance of environmental
conservation programs and projects in
the Lake Champlain and Great Lakes
regions.

I have been impressed by Bill’s abil-
ity to bring all types of partners to the
table, including local citizens, recre-
ation organizations, heritage organiza-
tions, county planning offices, the Gov-
ernors of Vermont and New York, Fed-
eral agencies, and even the Premier of
Quebec. Bill’s greatest skill may be di-
plomacy, considering he has confirmed
trilateral Memoranda of Understanding
with New York, Vermont, and Quebec
in 2000, 2003, and 2010, has helped to
guide two International Joint Commis-
sion inquiries, and has contributed to
international trans-boundary conserva-
tion work through LAKENET,
UNESCO HELP, and NANBO inter-
national lake summits. Remarkably,
year after year, he has been able to
achieve consensus on the allocation of
millions of dollars in Lake Champlain
funds among multiple Federal agen-
cies, Vermont, New York, many bpri-
vate organizations, and countless part-
ners on the ground.

Bill’s dedication to protecting Lake
Champlain and the environment ex-
tends well beyond his tenure as direc-
tor of the LCBP. During his many
years as a faculty member and as a
member of the research staff at
Middlebury College, the University of
Vermont, and McGill University, Bill
has advanced the field of geography,
particularly biophysical remote sens-
ing and terrain modeling of northern
ecosystems, which are critical tools as
we track global climate change. He has
been a role model and adviser to many
young scientists, helping to shape their
studies and their careers. He also
served as the executive director of the
Green Mountain Audubon Society for 5
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years, before taking the reins at the
LCBP.

Like so many great Vermonters,
Bill’s service to his local and regional
community has been remarkable. Many
of Bill’s neighbors owe their health and
well-being to his decades of service as
an advanced emergency medical tech-
nician on the Richmond and Grand Isle
rescue squads. Bill has been an active
board member of the Lake Champlain
Committee and served on the Bur-
lington Barge Canal Superfund panel,
receiving a U.S. EPA Environmental
Merit Award in 1997.

Director Howland has my sincere
gratitude for his years of dedicated
service to his local community, to the
Lake Champlain Basin, and all of
Vermont, as well as to U.S. national
and international conservation efforts
and scientific research. I expect and
hope that he will stay active on all of
these fronts. Bill has much more to
contribute. I wish him well in his re-
tirement, and I hope that he and his
wife, Betsy, will now get a chance to
relax on the shores of Lake Champlain
at their home in Isle La Motte.

———

TRIBUTE TO POLLY NICHOL

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to
take a moment to recognize the
achievements and contributions of a
remarkable advocate and a celebrated
leader in my home State of Vermont.

Later this month, Polly Nichol will
retire from her position as director of
housing of the Vermont Housing and
Conservation Board. For more than 35
years, Polly’s career in affordable
housing and community development
has stood as the gold standard of excel-
lence to those in her field. Her effective
leadership across Vermont has inspired
countless new collaborations, new
housing opportunities for our most vul-
nerable, and the preservation of his-
toric  structures that make up
Vermont’s unique character. It is not
an exaggeration to say that the quality
of life for many in the Green Moun-
tains is greater as a result of Polly
Nichol’s legacy.

Polly joined the Vermont Housing
and Conservation Board in 1988 as its
first director of housing. There, she be-
came known for establishing creative
partnerships to bring together devel-
opers, preservationists, and advocates
alike. This work was grounded in her
prior experience at the local commu-
nity action agency, where she led the
establishment of two neighborhood re-
investment groups in nearby Barre and
Randolph. These groups are now part of
NeighborWorks America, a program I
have long supported for its investments
in rural communities across the coun-
try.

Polly’s career in advocacy and lead-
ership has been vast and multifaceted.
In Vermont, the challenge of securing
safe, affordable housing is far too fa-
miliar for many. Overcoming this chal-
lenge requires a strong network of ad-
vocates and experts ready and willing
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